
Common Core and  

Educational Corruption 
 

- Oak Norton - 



Who am I? 

 Typical childhood of having fun and being 

disinterested in school. 

 Never wanted to be involved in issues. 

 About age 30 I decided that if the 

Constitution was inspired of God, I 

should probably learn something about it. 

 Read Ezra Taft Benson’s 1965 General 

Conference talk on being Anxiously 

Engaged. My life changed. 



My Tipping Point 

 March 2003 – Savanna in 3rd grade 



Math Story 

 When I started into the math war I had no 

idea it was tied to the battle for the 

Constitution, or to a culture war 

 By 2007 the legislature forced the state 

office to revamp math standards. 

 Went from D rating to an A- 

 Would have been an A but the USOE 

intentionally ignored the external reviewer’s 

recommendations. 



Alpine school district 

professional development center 



Republic Background 

 Around 2009 looked at state history 

standards and discovered the word 

“republic” didn’t appear in Utah’s K-12 

history standards 

 Formed UtahsRepublic.org to press for 

several changes to the standards 

 State Rep. passed bill to mandate every 

child learn we are a constitutional republic 



Common Core Background 

 Grew concerned about this thing called 

Common Core because it looked, smelled, 

and walked like a massive federal program. 

 The more I learned, the more concerned I 

was. 

 Explained the situation to God because I 

knew it was too big for me to tackle alone 

and asked for help. 

 Prayers are answered. 



Digging 

 Where did Alpine School District get 

their motto? 

 Why did they adopt a math program that 

a vast majority of parents hated and 

couldn’t help their children with? 

 Why has Utah embraced similar math 

philosophies under Common Core? 

 



Who sets the national agenda? 

 Why are schools teaching sex ed to 5 

year olds? 

 Why do officials want children tracked 

from birth through school and into the 

workforce? 

 Why are they so interested in universal 

state run preschool? 



A Warning from 1919 

“There are three dangers that threaten 
the church from within, and the 
authorities need to awaken to the fact 
that the people should be warned 
unceasingly against them. As I see 
them, they are flattery of prominent men in 
the world, false educational ideas, and 
sexual impurity.” 
-President Joseph F. Smith (Gospel 
Doctrine p. 312-313.) 



Yuri Bezmenov - KGB Defector 

4 Steps to Communist Takeover 

of a Country 

 Demoralization - 15-20 years 

 Process of making a country 

immoral so they no longer 

believe truth when it is 

presented to them 

 Destabilization - 2-5 years 

 Create conditions where tipping 

points can occur 

 Crisis - 6 weeks 

 Tipping points to seize power 

 Normalization 

 Success – Government Control 



45 Goals of the Communists 
From Cleon Skousen's "The Naked Communist“ - 1958 
 
17. Get control of the schools. Use them as transmission belts for 
socialism and current Communist propaganda. Soften the 
curriculum. Get control of teachers' associations. Put the party line 
in textbooks. 
 
18. Gain control of all student newspapers. 
 
32. Support any socialist movement to give centralized control 
over any part of the culture-- education, social agencies, welfare 
programs, mental health clinics, etc. 
 
36. Infiltrate and gain control of more unions. (NEA-Endorses Saul 
Alinsky – “Rules for Radicals”) 

 

41. Emphasize the need to raise children away from the 
negative influence of parents. Attribute prejudices, mental 
blocks and retarding of children to suppressive influence of 
parents. 
 



Weather underground manifesto 

“In the history of some external colonies, such as China and 
Vietnam, the struggle for self-determination has had two stages: 
(1) a united front against imperialism and for New Democracy 
... and (2) developing out of the new democratic stage, 
socialism.“ 

“The goal is the destruction of US imperialism and the 
achievement of a classless world: world communism.‘” 

“How do we reach youth; what kinds of struggles do we build; 
how do we make a revolution- What we have tried to lay out so 
far is the political content of the consciousness which we want to 
extend and develop as a mass consciousness: the necessity to 
build our power as part of the whole international revolution to 
smash the state power of the imperialists and build socialism.  

 



George Washington 

Farewell Address 

Of all the dispositions and 
habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and 
morality are indispensable 
supports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of 
patriotism, who should labor 
to subvert these great pillars 
of human happiness, these 
firmest props of the duties of 
men and citizens. 



Contrast 

 Oligarchy/Communism 
 Goal: Enslave mankind 

 Government control and 
ownership 

 Immoral people can’t 
recognize truth. Become 
slaves to their masters. 

 Remove the basis for 
morality by removing God 
by promoting atheism 

 Make humanism the state 
religion. Moral relativism. 

 Result: People slide into 
bondage 

 

 United States Republic 
 Goal: Free mankind 

 Constitution based on 
natural law 

 Only works when people 
respect the law 

 Respect for the law comes 
through morality 

 Moral teachings are 
learned though religion (10 
commandments) and in the 
home 

 Result: Righteous moral 
people can enjoy freedom 

 



Where did this begin? 



Education’s Goal? 

"Education should aim at destroying free will so that 

after pupils are thus schooled they will be incapable 

throughout the rest of their lives of thinking or acting 

otherwise than as their school masters would have 

wished ..." 

Bertrand Russell quoting Johann Gottlieb Fichte, the 

head of philosophy & psychology who influenced Hegel 

and others – Prussian University in Berlin, 1810 



Horace Mann  1796-1859 

 Further developed compulsory 
schooling model and brought it 
to the U.S. from Europe 

 MA resisted 

 Literacy rates dropped from 
98% to 91% under compulsory 
education 

 “What the church has been for 
medieval man, the public 
school must become for 
democratic and rational man. 
God will be replaced by the 
concept of the public good. The 
common (public) schools shall 
create a more far-seeing 
intelligence and a pure morality 
than has ever existed among 
communities of men.” 



American Humanists Assn. 

 “In order to capture this nation, one has to 

totally remove moral and spiritual values and 

absolutes from the thinking of the child. The 

child has to think that there is no standard of 

right and wrong, that truth is relative, and that 

diversity is the only absolute to be gained.” 



Early Goals of the Humanists 

 Shatter parent-run, church-influenced, locally 

controlled schools 

 1) “free” & compulsory education 

 2) state run 

 3) teachers must be certified 

 “Free public education” (tax supported schools) 

must teach to the lowest common denominator, 

those who believe the least (ie. atheist) 

 #3 was their key because if they could train 

teachers what to teach, they would be the ones to 

influence children 



John Dewey 

 “I believe that the school is primarily a social 

institution. Education being a social process, 

the school is simply that form of community life 

in which all those agencies are concentrated 

that will be most effective in bringing the child 

to share in the inherited resources of the 

race, and to use his own powers for social 

ends. I believe that education, therefore, is a 

process of living and not a preparation for 

future living.” 

-John Dewey 



Charlotte Iserbyt 

 Reagan’s Senior Policy  
Advisor on Education 

 Went to work at DOEd 

 Documented everything going on 

 Called it a “Marxist factory” 

 Wrote “Deliberate Dumbing Down of 
America” – free download from her site 

 Called John Goodlad “America’s premier 
change agent” 



John Goodlad quotes 

“Parents do not own their children. They have no ‘natural right’ 

to control their education fully.”  

“Most youth still hold the same values of their parents…if we 

do not alter this pattern, if we don’t resocialize, our system will 

decay.”  

“A standardized curriculum of basic skills such as reading, writing 

and arithmetic cannot prepare people to participate in a 

democracy. Enlightened social engineering is required to face 

situations that demand global action now.”  

“Public education has served as a check on the power of 

parents, and this is another powerful reason for maintaining it.” 

“The curriculum of the future 'will be what one might call the 

humanistic curriculum.'”  



Who is John Goodlad? 

 Prominent national educator (remember the 

flattery of prominent people danger?) 

 1983 -BYU Education Department’s consultant 

 Started the “National Network for Educational 

Renewal” in 1986 with BYU as one of the 

founding universities 

 NNER promotes social justice Marxism and 

teaching the gay agenda in the classroom 

 Wrote about 4 moral dimensions, one of which 

is “Enculturating the young into a social and 

political democracy” 



Outcome Based Education? 

“This is the idea where we drop subject matter and we 
drop Carnegie Unites (grading from A-F) and we just let 
students find their way, keeping them in school until 
they manifest the politically correct attitudes. You 
see, one of the effects of self-esteem (Values 
Clarification) programs is that you are no longer obliged 
to tell the truth if you don’t feel like it. You don’t have to 
tell the truth because if the truth you have to tell is about 
your own failure then your self-esteem will go down and 
that is unthinkable.”-  

Dr. William Coulson, explaining Outcome Based 
Education (OBE)-1964 



Benjamin Bloom’s Hierarchy of 

Learning 
Remember  this  chart? 



Higher order Thinking? 

"…a student attains ‘higher order thinking’ when he 

no longer believes in right or wrong. A large part of 

what we call good teaching is a teacher´s ability to obtain 

affective objectives by challenging the student’s fixed 

beliefs. …a large part of what we call teaching is that the 

teacher should be able to use education to reorganize a 

child’s thoughts, attitudes, and feelings." 

Benjamin Bloom, psychologist and educational theorist, 

in “Major Categories in the Taxonomy of Educational 

Objectives”, p. 185, 1956 



Children are insane? 

"Every child in America entering school at the age of 
five is insane because he comes to school with 
certain allegiances to our founding fathers, toward 
our elected officials, toward his parents, toward a 
belief in a supernatural being, and toward the 
sovereignty of this nation as a separate entity. It’s 
up to you as teachers to make all these sick 
children well – by creating the international child 
of the future." 
Dr. Chester M. Pierce, Harvard Professor of Education and 
Psychiatry, address to the Childhood International Education 
Seminar, 1973 



Family an obstacle? 

 “...the family is now one of the major 

obstacles to improved mental health, 

and hence should be weakened...” – 

World Federation for Mental Health 



National Education Association 

 “The major problem of education in our 

times arises out of the fact that we live in a 

period of fundamental social change. In the 

new democracy [we were a Republic] 

education must share in the responsibility 

of giving purpose and direction to social 

change. The major function of the school is 

the social orientation of the individual. 

Education must operate according to a 

well-formulated social policy.” - 1936 



More NEA 

 "The schools cannot allow parents to influence 
the kind of values-education their children 
receive in school; that is what is wrong with 
those who say there is a universal system of 
values. Our goals are incompatible with theirs. 
We must change their values. 
Education for international understanding 
involves the use of education as a force for 
conditioning the will of the people." - National 
Education Association, Education for 
International Understanding in American 
Schools, page 33 (1948) 

 



More NEA 

 Schools will become clinics whose 

purpose is to provide individualized, 

psycho-social treatment for the student, 

and teachers must become psycho-

social therapists."- National Education 

Association, "Education for the '70s," 

Today's Education, January 1969 



More NEA 

 "Far too many people in America, both in 

and out of education, look upon the 

elementary school as a place to learn 

reading, writing and arithmetic."  

- Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development, National 

Education Association Yearbook, 1947 



Even more NEA 

 "In the struggle to establish an adequate 
world government, the teacher can do 
much to prepare the hearts & minds of 
children for global understanding and 
cooperation.... At the very heart of all the 
agencies which will assure the coming of 
world government must stand the school, 
the teacher, and the organized profession." 
- The Teacher & World Government by 
former editor of the NEA Journal, Joy 
Elmer Morgan, 1946 



  

Melissa Harris-Perry 
Professor of Political Science , Author, Political Commentator-MSNBC 



United Nations 

 “The world will not change and find 

peace if there is not a new education.” 

-U Thant, Former Secretary General of 

the UN and a teacher 



UN World Health Organization 

 “To achieve world government it is 

necessary to remove from the minds of 

men their individualism, loyalty to family 

traditions, national patriotism and 

religious dogmas...” 

-Brock Chisholm 



UNESCO – UN Educational, 

Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

 “Its education program can stress the 
ultimate need for world political unity 
and familiarize all the peoples with the 
implications of the transfer of full 
sovereignty from separate nations to a 
world organization. Political unification in 
some sort of world government will be 
required.” 
“Handbook for Teachers” 
-Julian Huxley, director of UNESCO 



UNESCO 

 “As we have pointed out it is frequently 

the family that infects the child with 

extreme nationalism. The school should 

therefore use the means described 

earlier to combat family attitudes.” 

UNESCO Handbook, pg. 58 



UNESCO 

 “Fundamental Bible believing people do 

not have the right to indoctrinate their 

children in their religious beliefs, 

because we, the state, are preparing 

them for the year 2000, when America 

will be part of a one-world global society 

and their children will not fit in.” 

-Peter Hoagland, Nebraska state 

senator, 1983 



Are they being successful? 



Are they being successful? 



Are they being successful? 



Culture War 

 How do you break down morality? 

 Break down the family with economic 

stress, and no time or desire for religion 

 Distance children from their parents 

 Break down churches so they adopt the 

values of “society” 

 Force churches into compliance against 

their own standards 



Ezra Taft Benson -1968 

“I do not believe the greatest threat to our 

future is from bombs or guided missiles. I 

do not think our civilization will die that 

way. I think it will die when we no longer 

care, when the spiritual forces that make 

us wish to be right and noble die in the 

hearts of men, when we disregard the 

importance of law and order... 



Ezra Taft Benson -1968 

If America is destroyed, it may be by 

Americans who salute the flag, sing the 

national anthem, march in patriotic 

parades, cheer Fourth of July speakers—

normally good Americans, but Americans 

who fail to comprehend what is required to 

keep our country strong and free—

Americans who have been lulled away into 

a false security.” 

 



2004 

Agreement 

between 

UNESCO 

and 

Microsoft 







What happened next? 

 2004 UNESCO/Microsoft agreement 

 Gates Foundation gets on board with a 

plan to bring about a global education 

system 

 Digital devices that put content straight 

from content writers into the eyes of 

children. 

 No filtering layer from teachers or 

parents 



What happened next? 

 2008, Gates Foundation partners with 

Strong American Schools (tied to 

UNESCO) calling for American 

education standards 

 2008 Gates Foundation funds the 

International Benchmarking Advisory 

Group report for Common Core 

Standards  



What happened next? 

 Gates Foundation pushes millions of 
dollars to the NGA, CCSSO, and other 
organizations to create and promote 
Common Core (over $200 million) 

 2009 the USEd funds assessment 
consortiums (SBAC, PARCC) 

 By 2010, Common Core launches and 
46 states adopt under the Race to the 
Top lottery and the deception that 
Common Core was “state-led” 



http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-of-President-Barack-Obama-Address-to-Joint-Session-of-Congress 

Common Core Reform Agenda 

“Traditionally, the federal government 
  in the U.S. has had a limited role in education 

policy.”  
     
     “The Obama administration 

      has sought to   
     fundamentally   
      shift the federal role...” 

 
-Secretary of Education Arne Duncan  

2010 UNESCO Conference 

 

http://unesco.usmission.gov/duncan-remarks.html 



USOE Email to State Teachers 

“Curriculum Friends, 

Just a heads up that today in the House Education 
Standing Committee HB342 (Powers and Duties of the 
State Board of Education by Rep. Layton) will be heard. 

This bill essentially gives more power to parents 
over curriculum standards, would prohibit us from 
adopting any national standards, and would require a 
revision of our current math and ELA standards. 

Go to www.le.utah.gov to read the bill and find 
additional information should you want to take any 
action.  Rep. Layton has promised a substitute that will 
be softer but as of yet, the original bill is still on the 
agenda.” 

Sydnee Dickson, Ed. D. 

 



http://www.ed.gov/news/speeches/greening-department-education-secretary-duncans-remarks-sustainability-summit 

Common Core Reform Agenda 

In September 2011, Obama Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan announced “Today, I 
promise you that [the Department of Education] 
will be a committed partner in the national effort 
to build a more environmentally literate and 
responsible society… We must advance the 
sustainability movement through 
education… Education and sustainability are 
the keys to our economic future-and our 
ecological future.” 

-Secretary of Education Arne Duncan  

2010 Speech 

 



Arne Duncan – July 2012 

www.ed.gov/news/speeches/remarks-us-secretary-education-arne-duncan-national-academy-foundation-next-

conference 

“…the President established a bold goal for our 

nation: by 2020, the United States will once again 

have the world's highest proportion of college 

graduates, and the world's most competitive 

workforce.  

 

To achieve the goal, we've launched a 

comprehensive cradle-to-career reform agenda.” 





“I can tell you that my main objection to Core 

Standards, and the reason I didn’t sign off on them 

was that they did not match up to international 

expectations. They were at least 2 years behind the 

practices in the high achieving  

   countries by 7th grade, and, as a 

   number of people have  

   observed, only require partial  

   understanding of what would be 

   the content of a normal, solid,  

   course in Algebra I or  

   Geometry.  

       

Dr. Jim Milgram 



Moreover, they cover very little of the content of 

Algebra II, and none of any higher level course… 

They will not help our children match up to the 

students in the top foreign countries when it comes 

to being hired to top level jobs.” 

     - Dr. James Milgram 



Dr. Sandra Stotsky 

“The development of the standards violated 
almost every civic procedure that I have been 
familiar with in my life and I have been in the MA 
dept. of Ed in charge of the public process for the 
development of our standards so I know what the 
public process is like from a Dept. of education 
point of view… 

I was the only English language standards person 
on the [review] committee… 

The standards which I have analyzed in detail 
many times over, do not signify readiness or 
authentic college level work, at best they point 
to readiness for a high school diploma...” 

 



  

Bill Gates 



The Natural Progression 

 Standards (irrelevant) 

 Assessments (which the feds funded) 

 Curriculum (to match the assessments) 

 Teacher assessments (based on 

performance which is tied to curriculum 

to match the assessments) 

 Assessments drive curriculum. 

Standards are tertiary.  

 



Remember the Agenda 

 What is the goal of the people behind 
Common Core? It’s not education. If a 
child becomes educated it’s because 
good teachers are trying to teach 
them something, but it’s secondary to 
the goal of these people driving the 
bus. Their goal is global 
indoctrination. Destroy the family, 
train people to not question authority, 
and embrace moral relativity. 



How are they affecting change? 

 Textbooks that denigrate Founding 

Fathers and the history of America 

 Removal of morals and religion 

 Emphasis on critical thinking skills is to 

teach them to think critically about 

everything they’ve been taught (ie. 

parental/religious influence) 

 “Global” initiatives (IB) push “tolerance,” 

socialism, Marxism, humanism 

 

 



How are they affecting change? 

 Constructivist math is pushed by design 
because parents generally can’t help 
their children much with fuzzy math, 
making teachers become the authority 
figures for children. 

 President Obama wants “high quality 
preschool for every child”. Why? 

 The younger they get them away from their 
families the easier they are to influence and 
regard their teachers as the authority 
figures, not parents. 

 



“But if it is believed that these 

elementary schools will be better 
managed by the governor and council, 

the commissioners of the literary fund, or 
any other general authority of the 

government, than by the parents within 
each ward, it is a belief against all 

experience. 

 

-Thomas Jefferson 



… No, my friend, the way to have good 

and safe government, is not to trust it all 

to one, but to divide it among the many,  

distributing to every one exactly the 

functions he is competent to. 

 

-Thomas Jefferson 

 



What can I do? 

 Opt your children out of SAGE tests 

(form available at 

UtahnsAgainstCommonCore.com) 

 Support partisan school board elections to 

expose the ideology of candidates 

 Support local control of education (shatter 

the federal and state grip on local schools) 

 Speak with your legislators, state school 

board members, local districts, principals, 

teachers, neighbors about exiting CCSS 

 



What can I do? 

 Be involved in getting neighbors out to 

church. Reinvigorate religion and 

morality. 

 Know what your children are studying 

 Study principles of good government 

and teach them to your children 

(Constitution) 

 Join us at 

www.AgencyBasedEducation.org 

 

 



Agency Based Education 

 Must be based in choice and not compulsion 

 Helps develop an internal moral compass as 
one fosters a recognition and love of truth 

 Recognizes that truth best inspires when 
sought from original source materials 

 Should be individualized to allow children to 
identify and develop their gifts and talents and 
discover their life’s missions 

 Must recognize that parents have the 
sovereign stewardship to guide their children’s 
educational journey 



J.R.R. Tolkein 

    “Yet it is not our part to master all the 
tides of the world, but to do what is in us 
for the succor of those years wherein we 
are set, uprooting the evil in the fields 
that we know, so that those who live 
after may have clean earth to till. What 
weather they shall have is not ours to 
rule.” 

 

-Gandalf in “The Lord of the Rings” 



Recommended Reading 

“The Leipzig Connection” by Paolo Lioni 

 

“Anxiously Engaged,” Ezra Taft Benson, 

General Conference 1965 

 

www.DeliberateDumbingDown.com for 

Charlotte Iserbyt’s free book on PDF 

 


