
	
  

	
  

Resolution	
  on	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  and	
  Assessments	
  

WHEREAS,	
  The	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  Initiative	
  (“Common	
  Core”),	
  also	
  known	
  as	
  “Utah’s	
  Core,”1	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  Utah	
  state	
  
standards	
  initiative,	
  but	
  rather	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  inferior	
  nationally-­‐based	
  standards	
  and	
  tests	
  developed	
  through	
  a	
  collaboration	
  between	
  two	
  
NGO’s	
  (non-­‐governmental	
  organizations)	
  and	
  unelected	
  boards	
  and	
  consortia	
  from	
  outside	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Utah;2	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  Common	
  Core	
  was	
  financed	
  with	
  private	
  foundation	
  funds,3	
  replacing	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  our	
  votes	
  with	
  wealth	
  and	
  
influence	
  to	
  bypass	
  our	
  state	
  legislature	
  and	
  impose	
  control	
  over	
  Utah’s	
  education	
  standards	
  and	
  tests;4	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  Common	
  Core	
  binds	
  us	
  to	
  an	
  established	
  copyright	
  over	
  standards,	
  from	
  which	
  we	
  cannot	
  subtract,	
  replace	
  or	
  add	
  to	
  -­‐	
  
beyond	
  an	
  additional	
  15%;5	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  the	
  General	
  Educational	
  Provisions	
  Act	
  6	
  prohibits	
  federal	
  authority	
  over	
  curriculum	
  and	
  testing,	
  yet	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  
of	
  Education’s	
  “Cooperative	
  Agreements”7	
  confirm8	
  Common	
  Core’s	
  test-­‐building	
  9and	
  data	
  collection10	
  is	
  federally	
  managed;11	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  “student	
  behavior	
  indicators”12	
  -­‐	
  which	
  include	
  testing13	
  for	
  mental	
  health,	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  (i.e.	
  religious)	
  habits	
  and	
  
attitudes14	
  and	
  family	
  status	
  -­‐	
  are	
  now	
  being	
  used	
  for	
  Common	
  Core	
  tests	
  and	
  assessments;	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  Common	
  Core	
  violates	
  Utah15	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  privacy	
  laws16	
  by	
  requiring	
  the	
  storage	
  and	
  sharing17	
  of	
  private18	
  
student19	
  and	
  family	
  data	
  without	
  consent;20	
  using	
  a	
  pre-­‐	
  school	
  through	
  post-­‐graduate	
  (P-­‐20)	
  tracking	
  system	
  and	
  a	
  federally-­‐
funded	
  State	
  Longitudinal	
  Database	
  (SLDS),	
  creating	
  surveillance	
  capability21	
  between	
  states22	
  and	
  federal	
  agencies,23	
  in	
  accordance	
  
with	
  funding	
  mandates;24	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  Common	
  Core	
  violates	
  constitutional25	
  and	
  statutory	
  prohibitions	
  by	
  pressuring	
  states	
  to	
  adopt	
  the	
  standards	
  with	
  
financial	
  incentives	
  tied	
  to	
  President	
  Obama’s	
  Race	
  to	
  the	
  Top,	
  and	
  if	
  not	
  adopted,	
  	
  penalties26	
  including27	
  loss	
  of	
  funds;	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  the	
  federal28	
  government	
  is	
  imposing	
  yet	
  another	
  unfunded	
  mandate	
  on	
  our	
  State29	
  for	
  unproven30	
  Common	
  Core	
  
instruction31,	
  training	
  and	
  testing	
  platforms,	
  without	
  any	
  pledge	
  of	
  financial	
  support	
  from	
  federal,	
  state	
  or	
  local	
  governments;	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  unproven	
  experiments32	
  on	
  our	
  children,	
  lacking	
  empirical	
  data33	
  to	
  support	
  them,	
  are	
  removing	
  traditional	
  math,	
  
replacing	
  classic	
  literature34	
  with	
  increased	
  technical	
  reading35,	
  and	
  prohibiting	
  teachers	
  from	
  reviewing	
  the	
  tests	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  they	
  
ought	
  to	
  be	
  teaching;	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  this	
  top-­‐down	
  process	
  and	
  the	
  principles	
  behind	
  Common	
  Core36	
  undermine	
  the	
  teacher’s	
  role37	
  and	
  do	
  not	
  support	
  
American	
  and	
  Republican	
  ideals	
  of	
  local	
  control,38	
  parental	
  choice39	
  in	
  education,	
  standards	
  and	
  testing;	
  and,	
  

WHEREAS,	
  the	
  Republican	
  National	
  Committee	
  recently	
  passed	
  a	
  resolution	
  opposing	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards;	
  

THEREFORE,	
  BE	
  IT	
  RESOLVED,	
  that	
  we	
  call	
  on	
  the	
  Governor40	
  and	
  the	
  Utah	
  State	
  School	
  Board	
  to	
  withdraw	
  from,	
  and	
  we	
  ask	
  the	
  
Utah	
  State	
  Legislature	
  to	
  discontinue	
  funding	
  programs41	
  in	
  association	
  with,	
  The	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  Initiative/Utah’s	
  
Core	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  alliance42	
  that	
  promotes	
  and	
  tests	
  for	
  un-­‐American43	
  and	
  inferior,44	
  curricula,45	
  standards46	
  and	
  assessments;	
  
and,	
  

THEREFORE,	
  BE	
  IT	
  FURTHER	
  RESOLVED,	
  that	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  this	
  resolution	
  shall	
  be	
  delivered	
  to	
  the	
  Governor	
  and	
  the	
  State	
  legislature	
  for	
  
executive	
  and	
  legislative	
  action.	
  

Submitted	
  by	
  State	
  Delegate	
  Cherilyn	
  Eagar,	
  Salt	
  Lake	
  County	
  
5202	
  Saddleback	
  Drive,	
  Salt	
  Lake	
  City,	
  Utah	
  84117	
  	
  801-­‐592-­‐4245	
  	
  Cherilyn@CherilynEagar.com	
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  Simper,	
  Larry	
  Jensen,	
  Lisa	
  Cummins;	
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  –	
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